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2. DURING A COURTESY INTRODUCTORY CALL, MAY 20, ON DR. 
ASSADULLAK AMIN, THE NEW SECOND DEPUTY FOREIGN MINISTER FOR 
POLITICAL AFFAIRS, I RAISED THE QUESTION OF THE DRA'S LACK 
OF RESPONSE TO OUR REQUESTS TO EXAMINE THE WEAPONS OF THE 
TERRORISTS AND FOR CERTAIN BALLISTIC EVIDENCE. AS I 
EXPECTED, HE WAS NOT HELPFUL. 

3. I TOLD AMIN OF OUR NEED FOR THIS DATA, WHICH WE HAD 
CONVEYED IN THREE DIPLOMATIC NOTES, THE LAST OF WHICH I HAD 
PERSONALLY DELIVERED TO DEPUTY FOREIGN MINISTER SHAH 
MOHAMMAD DOST ON APRIL 17. I POINTED OUT THAT NONE OF THESE 
REQUESTS HAD PRODUCED RESULTS. 

4. AMIN'S RESPONSE INDICATED HE HAD BEEN BRIEFED ON THIS 
ISSUE, FOR HE REPLIED THAT DOST WAS ON RECORD AS HAVING 
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OFFERED US EMBASSY OFFICERS AN OPPORTUNITY TO VIEW THE 
WEAPONS ON THE NIGHT OF THE KILLING, FEBRUARY 14. A/DCM 
FLATIN AND I TOLD AHIN THAT THIS WAS NOT QUITE TRUE. 
ALTHOUGH SUCH AN OFFER HAD INDEED BEEN CONVEYED TO US BY 
TELEPHONE THAT EVENING, OUR EMBASSY OFFICERS WERE IN FACT 
DENIED ACCESS TO THE WEAPONS THAT NIGHT WHEN WE TRIED TO SEE 
THEM AND WERE ADVISED TO APPLY THROUGH THE FOREIGN MINISTRY 
INSTEAD. WHEN WE SUBSEQUENTLY DID SO, NOTHING HAS HAPPENED. 
AMIN STUBBORNLY RETORTED THAT SINCE DOST HAD STATED IN HIS 
OFFICIAL REPORT THAT THE OFFER HAD BEEN MADE TO THE 
AMERICAN, IT WAS OUR FAULT WE HAD NOT TAKEN ADVANTAGE OF IT. 
THE AFGHAN GOVERNMENT, AMIN SAID REGARDED THE MATTER AS 
CLOSED. 

5. IN EXASPERATION I ASKED MIN, "WHY DO YOU PROHIBIT US 
FROM BEING ABLE TO INSPECT THESE WEAPONS? WHAT ARE YOU 
TRYING TO HIDE?" AMIN AGAIN INSISTED THAT DOST HAD EARLIER 
OFFERED TO MAKE THE WEAPONS AVAILABLE AND WE HAD FAILED TO 
FOLLOW-UP ON THAT OFFER. I RETORTED AGAIN THAT THAT WAS NOT 
TRUE, AND REPEATED OUR REQUEST FOR TEST-FIRED BULLETS FROM 
THE WEAPONS INVOLVED. I TOLD HIM I FOUND IT INEXPLICABLE 
WHY THEY WERE NOT COOPERATING. 

6. AT ONE POINT DURING ALL THIS EXCHANGE, AMIN SAID HE 
DIDN'T THINK THE WEAPONS WOULD IN ANY CASE BE AVAILABLE, 
SINCE SO MANY MONTHS HAD ELAPSED AFTER THE CRIME. I 
EXPRESSED SURPRISE AT THIS, OBSERVING THAT PRESIDENT TARAKI 
HIMSELF HAD RECENTLY STATED AT A NEWS CONFERENCE THAT THE 
AFGHAN GOVERNMENT INTENDED TO PURSUE THE DUBS INVESTIGATION, 
"EVEN IF IT TOOK 20 YEARS" (SEE KABUL 3434) . AMIN 
ACKNOWLEDGED THAT TARAKI HAD SAID THAT, BUT ADDED THAT 
EXAMINING THE WEAPONS WAS NOT NECESSARY TO SUCH AN 
INVESTIGATION. 

7. ASSADULLAH AMIN FINALLY AGREED TO DISCUSS THIS MATTER 
FURTHER WITH SHAH MOHAMMAD DOST. I SUGGESTED THAT HE ALSO 
DISCUSS IT WITH HIS UNCLE AND FATHER-IN-LAW, HAFIZULLAH 
AMIN. ASSADULLAH AMIN DEMURRED, SAYING HE THOUGHT THE 
MATTER HAD FIRST TO GO TO DOST. 

8. COMMENT: I FOUND AMIN'S RESPONSES VERY DISCOURAGING. 
IT TENDS TO LEND CREDENCE TO RUMORS THAT THE AFGHAN 
GOVERNMENT IS ENGAGED IN SOME TYPE OF COVER-UP. YET 
LOGICALLY THAT DOESN'T MAKE MUCH SENSE. I AM AFRAID MY 
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MEETING ONLY CONFIRMED MY FEARS THAT WE WILL NOT RECEIVE A 
SATISFACTORY REPLY, IF WE GET ANY AT ALL, TO OUR REQUEST FOR 
BALLISTIC EVIDENCE. 
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